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show their love and affection to the King. Whatever was
collected was to be sent to the Jewel House at Whitehall, to-
gether with a list of the names of the givers, in order that the
King might take note of their good affection. The money thus
obtained was to be employed solely in the payment of debt,
especially of that incurred on account of Ireland, the navy, and
the Low Country garrisons.1

' It is possible that the Council meant to leave those whom
they addressed free to give or to refuse ; but, from the very
Effectof . nature of the case, it was impossible that those who
tiiis appeal. were addressed should feel entirely at their ease.
The concessions which had been offered by the King at the
opening of the last session prove how completely he might
have every gentleman in England at his m^rcy. Many of
them were directly tenants of the Crown, and those who were
not might easily be entangled in the meshes of a law which
gave every facility to the Sovereign in prosecuting his extremest
rights. In spite of this, however, the letters of the Council did
not produce the effect which was anticipated. In every county
the sheriffs were told that the King would have no difficulty in
obtaining a supply, if it should please him to call a Parliament2
July, and then August, and then the first fortnight of September,
passed slowly by, and not a single favourable answer had been
vouchsafed to the letters. of the Council.3 Since July 18, a
poor 5oo/. was all the money which had been sent in to
Whitehall.

The Council determined to appeal once more to the country.
By this time events had occurred in Germany which, as they
Affairs in hoped, would give weight to their demand for money
cieves. in the eyes of all true Englishmen. The old quarrel
of Cleves was threatening to break out once more with re-
doubled violence. In the previous November Wolfgang
William, the young Palatine of Neuburg, had married a sister

;     'l The Council to the Sheriffs &c., July 4, Council Register.

2 Raleigh's * Prerogative of Parliaments,' Works, viii. 218.

8 The Council, in their letter of Sept. 17, say that they had had no
answers. They would hardly consider the Devonshire reply, afterwards
referred to, an answer at all.